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26. MORE ‘JIMMY’ ANDREWS

     During the 1920s, James moonlighted as an 
engineer and surveyor for the construction of the new 
Ideal Cement Plant north of LaPorte. For this work 
he enlisted the help of friend and neighboring ranch-
er, Thorwald Sackett (1894 – 1987)1 as a surveyor. 
     By 1927, James was working as the Larimer 
County Surveyor and Larimer County Engineer. His 
work in those capacities involved numerous road and 
bridge projects in the Poudre and Big Thompson 
Canyons, plus supervision of maintenance and snow 
removal on the Fall River Road in Rocky Mountain 
National Park (predecessor to Trail Ridge Road), then 
maintained by Larimer County, and the Cameron 
Pass Road.
     James’ letters and diaries describe hectic days, such 
as one that saw him scouting a blasting site on the 
Fall River Road, inspecting a rock crushing operation 
in Big Thompson Canyon, then returning to Fort 
Collins via the St. Vrain Road through Lyons to at-
tend a Chamber of Commerce dinner and meeting at 
the Northern Hotel. James was also the President of 
the Larimer County Stockgrowers Association and his 
friend, Thorwald Sackett, the Secretary-Treasurer. 
     He did resist some civic involvements however, 
like the time during Prohibition when the Sheriff 
asked him to help recover a moonshiner’s still and 42 
barrels of mash. James volunteered his Dodge truck 
for the effort but begged off himself.
     James’ mother, a forceful woman, was determined 
that James should get married and produce some 
grandchildren (he was well into his 40s by then). 
Her choice of a bride was Miss Margaret Shepardson 
(1897 – 1965), a Fort Collins schoolteacher who had 
begun her teaching career at the Livermore school.2 
Of course, a chaperone was required – one Lydia 
Warren (1896 - 1956), a Home Economics student 
from Oklahoma.3 As planned matings often run 

amok, we shouldn’t be too surprised that James took 
a shine to the chaperone instead. 
     James’ and Lydia’s ensuing courtship was ac-
complished largely through a very proper exchange of 
letters (nearly 100 letters from each to the other over 
a period of more than a year). She had homesteaded 
on the Western Slope north of Montrose and many 
of her letters were postmarked from nearby Olathe.  
     It seems like everyone was homesteading in those 
days – often ‘under the table’ on behalf of relatives, 
friends or employers. In James case: He had a home-
stead, his mother had a homestead, Rosalie McIntyre 
(1884 - 1955) James’ mother’s companion,4 had a 
homestead, his uncle, Joe Henderson (1867-1931), 
had a homestead, and his foreman, Bob Benton 
(1870 – 1941) had a homestead (which may have 
included what is now known as Will’s Gulch). 
     Like many others, James, his family, friends and 
foreman were playing a bit fast and loose with the 
spirit of the Homestead Acts. Meanwhile, other 
neighbors were playing for keeps…
     Remember in chapter 6, we dusted off the local 
legend of George and Ernest Roberts doing prison 
time for homestead shenanigans? Among James’ 
papers is a carbon copy of a letter written by him 
to President Warren G. Harding, dated December 
28, 1922, appealing to the president for leniency on 
behalf of George and Ernest.5 The gossip was that 
they had been running off homesteaders who had the 
affrontery to file claims on government land where 
the Roberts brothers had become accustomed to graz-
ing their cattle.
     Continuing with the homestead motif: As the date 
of James’ and Lydia’s marriage drew near there was 
no house available at the ranch headquarters suitable 
for the bride and groom. James’ uncle Joe was living 
in the 1st Barlow house and his mother and Rosalie 
McIntyre were living in the 2nd Barlow house. A 
shortage of funds and time resulted in the expedient 
of cutting James’ mother’s homestead house (located 

near Halligan Dam) into four parts and skidding the 
pieces down to a location north of James’ mother’s 
house, where the house was stitched back together 
over a new foundation in time for the wedding. 
     James and Lydia were married in 1928 and in due 
course, produced three children. Their son, James 
Warren Andrews (born 1929), known as ‘Warren’ was 
close friends throughout his school years with Bill 
Tibbits (1928 - 2016)6, who grew up in our house and 
lived here until 1973. 
     The Stonewall Ranch headquarters was becoming 
a comfortable place with maturing cottonwoods for 
shade and a variety of fruit trees. There were four 
houses, some with modern conveniences – indoor 
plumbing, acetylene gas lighting,7 a washing machine 
powered by a gasoline engine, and an ice house filled 
with ice cut each winter from Halligan Reservoir. 

Thanks, again, to Warren Andrews for his generous help 
and also thanks to Ray Sumner.

(to be continued)

1 Thorwald came from Teluride to Livermore via CAC 
(nka CSU) and marriage to Dorothy Emerson, daughter 
of Livermore pioneering rancher, Horace Emerson (more 
about Mr. Sackett later).
2 Anyone who went through the Fort Collins public schools 
from 1927 to 1963 was likely to have been influenced by 
Miss Shepardson, a gifted and formidable Junior High 
School English teacher (yours truly sure was). 
3 Lydia’s mother was Cherokee and Lydia was a member 
of the Cherokee Nation
4 Rosalie McIntyre became the second wife of Earnest 
Roberts (1868 – 1967). They were married in Nunn, Colo-
rado in 1934 (Nunn! Now that’s livin’ big!)
5 Ref.  James Henderson Andrews 1882 – 1970 a Biogra-
phy. James Warren Andrews, 2011. (more about George 
and Ernest later)
6 (more about Bill Tibbits later)
7 The carbide generator was a large tank buried in the 
front yard and was already there when James bought the 
place in 1910.  
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